problems in the area of children's rights and welfare, organising meetings, and encouraging appropriate national and local institutions. Where necessary it will give its views and make recommendations to governments, by formulating and laying down principles and rules aimed at protecting the rights and welfare of children in Africa. It is to co-operate with African, international and regional institutions and organisations concerned with the promotion and protection of children. The African Committee monitor the implementation and ensure the protection of the rights enshrined in the Children's Charter. This will be carried out by interpreting its provisions at the request of a State Party, an institution of the OAU/AU, 12 or any other persons or institutions recognised by the OAU/AU. Furthermore, the African Committee perform any other task as may be entrusted to it by the Assembly of the Union, and other organs of the OAU/AU or the United Nations.
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The African Committee is still a edgling body, yet it is possible at this stage to evaluate the progress made thus far and propose improvements for the ef ciency and effectiveness of the African Committee. Consideration will be given to the development of the African Commission, although it must be recalled that the African Committee and the African Commission are two separate and distinct bodies. The African Committee is not dependent on the African Commission and two separate budgets are allocated to them by the OAU/AU. Nevertheless, close co-operation between the two bodies will help to ensure ef ciency and reduce costs accordingly.
The principal areas for consideration are the relationship between the OAU/AU and the African Committee; the relationship between the African Committee and its partners and other interested parties; administrative and budgetary matters; the Secretariat to the Committee; the Work Plans of the African Committee; activities undertaken to date; the Composition of the African Committee; the Reporting Procedure; and Communications and Investigations.
Background
The Children's Charter entered into force on 29 November 1999 and, according to Article 36(1), the Secretary General of the OAU invited State Parties to nominate candidates at least six months before the elections proceeded, 14 thus elections were due to take place at the end of May 2000. However, by this time the OAU had only received a handful of nominees, thus election could not commence and the establishment of the African Committee was delayed. In fact, the OAU did not receive a requisite amount of nominations by State Parties until July 2001, over one year behind schedule. Twelve members were eventually proposed and eleven members were duly elected. Article 37(3)
